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Can you believe that we have completed the first quarter of the school 
year? This has always been an extremely busy time for the students and 
staff at the Ohio State School for the Blind. Our enrollment has climbed 
to 128. Students have adjusted to their classes and, for many, have 
adjusted to residential living. They have welcomed new students, 
participated in state testing and completed track and goal ball athletic 
seasons. The OSSB Marching Band has performed throughout the state in 
concerts and parades to prepare for their appearance at the 2010 
Tournament of Roses Parade. You see, everyone has been busy!  
 
The school’s outreach department continues to provide professional 
development, technical assistance, assessments, Braille books and 
materials to schools serving visually impaired and blind students within 
their home districts.  Again, everyone has been busy!  
 
If you have driven on the school’s campus you will notice that two 
cottages, the staff building and the superintendent’s home have been 
demolished!  New grass is even growing on the leveled ground.  The 

Ohio School Facilities Commission continues to move forward on the building of the new 
school and dorms.  Evidence of construction will most likely be in the spring of 2010 with an 
anticipated completion time of fall 2011. 
 
The staff at the Ohio State School for the Blind continues to work hard to fulfill its’ mission of 
providing an effective, enjoyable educational experience for students. We appreciate the 
support of our parents and community stakeholders.  We look forward to another incredibly 
productive year! 
 
Happy Holidays, 
  
Cynthia 
 

OSSB VISION STATEMENT:  The Ohio State School for the Blind will be recognized as a progressive center of learning 
and resources for the visually impaired and blind throughout the State of Ohio. 

OSSB’s PTSO says “Thank You” for supporting our fall fundraiser!  Students 
and their families sold items and helped raise over $1600.00 to support school 
programs.  The two top sellers were Ben Smith, and Terry Runkle.  Two other 
names were drawn randomly by Mrs. Johnson;  Caiden Hooks and Whitney 

Bryant.  Each winner received a $50.00 VISA gift card.   
Congratulations and thanks from the PTSO!  
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Tail Waggin’ Tutors Arrive at OSSB                    Robin Finley, Reading Specialist 

 

 

Studies have shown increased reading scores for students who participate in this type of 
program. Seventh grader, Brandon Goddard can’t wait for Wynne to get to school each day 
and always meets her in the hall on the way to the reading classroom in the morning. 
Students develop confidence in their reading and learn to associate reading with something 
pleasant—a furry friend by their side. ”I like to show her the pictures” says Miranda Zultz.   
 
Some students have little or no experience with a calm, loving dog like Wynne and for them, 
getting to know her is something very special.  In the future, it is hoped that this program will 
expand to include more students and dogs!   

Class Creates Rangoli design                                                                     Susan Srikonda, OSSB Parent  

OSSB welcomes Wynne, a Pembroke Welsh Corgi, as a 
reading tutor in Mrs. Finley’s reading classroom.  She trots 
in the front door two days a week, prepared for a day of 
working with a variety of OSSB students.  What does she 
do?  She participates in the Tail Waggin’ Tutors program, 
which is part of Therapy Dogs International.  She has passed 
a series of tests and is a Certified Therapy Dog.  Students 
love to practice reading to Wynne.  She sits or lies next to 
them and “listens” as they read.  According to Yaqi 
Schumacher, “I know she is listening because her ears are 
sticking straight up.”   

Students in Mrs. Young-Dove’s class created an Indian art design called rangoli during art 
class with Ms. Pierce in October. The art project was a way for student Raina Srikonda to 
share the celebration of the Hindu holiday called Diwali with her classmates. Raina’s mother, 
Susan Srikonda, and brother, Vikram came to help.  
 
Diwali is a popular Hindu holiday often referred to as the “Festival of Lights” because it is 
believed to be a time of transition from spiritual darkness into light.  All across India, people 
celebrate the holiday by lighting their homes with small oil lamps called diyas to welcome the 
goddess Lakshmi into their homes. Lakshmi is believed to bring wealth and good fortune. 

Homes are decorated with rangoli designs – symmetrical 
patterns typically drawn on the ground outside the entrance 
and filled in with colorful sand or powders made from rice 
flour. Mrs. Youngdove’s class used items that varied in color 
and texture to fill in a large rangoli design created by Ms. 
Pierce. Items included shredded wood, soft fabric, coffee 
beans, lentils, acorn caps and more.  Children took turns 
gluing different items to the rangoli design and the end 
result was beautiful! 



NCASB Track Championship Hosted By Ohio                                Coach Jeff Shaw 

 

                                                                           PANTHER COUNTRY                                                                        Page 3               

News From the Vocational Workshop                     Rick Geyer,  Vocational Teacher 

Ohio hosted this years NCASB track championships the second 
weekend in October.  A special THANKS goes out to staff and OSSB 
parent, Karen Motil who helped run some of the events.  Without 
these people, we would not be able to run such a successful meet.  
The girls placed fifth over-all, and the boys placed fourth.  Sam 
Shepherd led the way for the boys scoring 26-team points followed 
by Noah Beckman with 21.   Noah and Sam placed first in the 1600-
meter tandem run.  Sam also placed first in the 1200 meter run, 
second in the 60-meter dash and triple jump.  Noah placed third in 
the open 1600-meter run, fourth in the triple jump and sixth in the 60-
meter dash.  Cody McFarland placed second in the shot put and 
fourth in the triple jump.  Seth Petty placed second in the Co-ed 
tandem along with Macy McClain, third in the open 1600 meter run, 
and sixth in the long jump and 800 meter run.  Boniface Womber 
placed second in the 1200-meter run, third in the long jump and 3-
Conn, and fifth in the shot put.  Chris Cifone placed 4th in the shot put 
and was voted by the conference track coaches as the 2009 Boys 
Outstanding Track Athlete. Congratulations Chris!!  Check out our 
OSSB website for detailed track results, and visit the track All-Star 
board—several track athletes' earned the right to have their names 
added this year.   

This year our vocational classes are working at several off campus sites on a weekly basis.  
Work sites include Donato’s and Pizza Hut (folding pizza boxes), resale shop Second 
Impressions (prepping clothing for sale), Jack’s Aquarium (cleaning animal cages), and 
Riverside Hospital (bagging silverware for patient trays). Riverside has offered us the 
opportunity to participate in a large variety of volunteer work settings including laundry, 
food service, patient escort, and many other areas too numerous to mention. This is 
wonderful news for our students—it  means we will be able to take our students to just one 
site for all of their training.  It will also enable us to train for longer periods of time. In the 
near future, students selected to work at Riverside will be bringing home an application for 
you to read and sign. Please give this serious consideration, and contact me with questions. 
 
We will also be doing our usual in-school jobs, including making a wide variety of ceramic 
Holiday Ornaments for purchase at the low price of $2.50!  All proceeds benefit our 
vocational program and  enable us to purchase supplies and equipment for the classroom. If 
you have a chance, please stop in and see the selection before they are all gone. We will stop 
production on Dec. 4th to give us time to finish by the 18th. If you miss us in the workshop, 
look for our ceramic gift items at the Holiday Concert.  



 Wall To Wall Sports 10TV—OSSBMB debut                      Carol Agler, OSSBMB Co-Director  

Page 4                                                                       PANTHER COUNTRY                                                                   

Recent OSSBMB performances                                Carol Agler, OSSBMB Co-Director  

The Ohio State School for the Blind has been 
invited to march in the Tournament of Roses 
Parade on New Years Day and they are busy 
raising funds to help them attend this very 
special event.   During a recent fundraiser at 
Little Turtle Golf Club, former Superintendent 
Dr. Lou Mazzoli won 10 tickets to be in the 
audience at Channel 10’s Wall to Wall Sports. 
He quickly arranged to have a group of band 
members attend the show and perform on 
October 25, 2009.  Band members played Le 
Regiment De Sambre et Muese, the music to 
their unique tradition, “Script Braille Ohio” 
where they spell out “Ohio!” on the field in 
Braille. 

(Left) Under the direction of Dan Kelley, the OSSBMB performs at the Ohio Statehouse on 
October 16, 2009 during the Ohio Disability Employment Awareness Month celebration. 
 
( Right) The OSSB Marching Band had a stellar performance during the Circleville Pumpkin 
Show parade.  It was the fourth parade in an already fantastic season for the marching band.  
The band has attended and performed in this parade for the last three years, and always had 
trouble and issues with preparing and marching through the entire event.  However this year 
with the conditioning and practicing they have been doing to get ready for the Pasadena 
Tournament of Roses Parade in January, there was nothing but surprise at the end. Many 
students and assistants exclaimed" was that really it?”  After that great performance, the band 
is more motivated than ever to work its way to Pasadena.  They are up to three miles of 
continuous playing and marching on the track during conditioning practices on Tuesday and 
Thursday evenings. 



 

 

Girl Scout Troop 50267                                                    Marla Bump, co-Leader 
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CISAM and the BEST Braille Grant                            Paula Mauro, CISAM Director 

“On my honor, I will try: to serve God and my country, to help people at all times and to live by 
the Girl Scout law.” That is the Girl Scout Promise, and how the girls of troop 50267 from OSSB 
start each and every meeting. Last year in Girl Scouts, we spent a good portion of our meetings 
talking about the environment. We spent time learning how we as individuals can do little things 
in our daily lives that with others’ actions can amount to a big impact on the Earth and our 
environment. We educated our friends at school through a series of poster boards, and this was 
definitely in keeping with the spirit of Girl Scouts.  
 
This year, we’re looking at the Promise, and helping others. We’ve talked about how helping 
someone can be a grand gesture - ornaments that we made at our November 5 meeting  were sent 
with other troop’s ornaments to military men and women serving in the Middle East (oh boy the 
glitter!!). We’ve also talked about how helping others might seem like “no big deal” to us, but the 
effect is priceless. For example, talking to a friend who is sad shows them that they have a friend 
who cares.  In December, we have plans to visit our friends at the Wesley Glen Retirement Home. 
We visited last year and really enjoyed it. We hope to spend some time with residents singing 
songs and hearing their memories about celebrating special holidays when they were young. 
There is probably as much receiving going on as there is giving during these visits.  
 
We participated in the Girl Scouts annual fall product sale which earns some money for our 
troop. And speaking of money; our troop voted in October to donate $80 of our troop funds to the 
OSSB Marching Band.  The OSSBMB has been invited to march in the 2010 Rose Bowl parade and 
we are all so very proud of our marching Panthers! 
 
Last but certainly not least, don’t miss our Girl Scout cookie sale which starts in January!!!! 

The Braille Excellence for Students and Teachers (BEST) Grant was funded by the U.S. 
Department of Education to the Center for Instructional Supports and Accessible Materials 
(CISAM), Ohio State School for the Blind, Outreach Program and Services, from October 1, 2009 
through September 30, 2014 for $500,000 ($100,000 annually). The grant is a statewide project of 
professional development, technical assistance, and product development dedicated to braille 
literacy, braille instruction, braille materials, and braille technology in Ohio. The goals of the 
grant are to: 
 

1. Increase braille literacy among targeted populations 
2. Increase the number of qualified transcribers providing quality braille to Ohio's students  
3. Increase access to and availability of quality braille materials, including tactile graphics 
 

The BEST Grant is a collaborative project between CISAM, OSSB, and the Ohio Center for 
Deafblind Education. The School Study Council of Ohio will provide the external evaluation for 
the grant. CISAM will be redesigning their website in the next few weeks and 
information regarding the BEST Grant will be posted on the website. For additional information, 
contact BEST Grant Director Paula Mauro at pmauro@cisamoh.org. 

mailto:pmauro@cisamoh.org�


Calling all crafters, bakers and candlestick makers!!                                      
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SafeLink Wireless Offers Free Phone Service            Lauri Kaplan, Parent Mentor 

The Ohio State School for the Blind PTSO will host its annual Winter Holiday Silent Auction 
and Bake Sale, just before our wonderful Winter Concert, on Thursday, December 
17th!!  Donations of crafts, woodcrafts and food items are needed to make this a success :)  If 
you have other small items, we will also have a fantastic SALE table and again would gladly 
accept donations.  
 
We can take craft items (please leave a suggestion of how much to start bids on, or give a sale 
price) at any time in the library. We will accept food items beginning Thursday, December 
17th.  Please pre-package and wrap any donated goods for sanitary purposes and contact 
Mrs. Brown or Mrs. Mobley via the school office (614-752-1359) if you have any 
questions.  Thank you in advance for your contribution, hope to see YOU on December 17th! 

Book Club has been reading THE MYSTERIOUS BENEDICT SOCIETY by Trenton Lee 
Stewart, and just finished an online chat with the librarians at The Ohio Library for the Blind 
in Cleveland.  Mrs. Brown also has holiday book chats coming up in December!  The younger 
classes will listen to Elijah's Angel, and the older elementary students will listen to Five Alien 
Elves.   

Book Club News                                                  Janell Brown, Librarian 

The Lifeline Program provides discounted telephone service to low-income families and 
individuals who otherwise would find it difficult to pay for telephone service. To qualify for 
Lifeline Support, Families or individuals have to be either enrolled in a State social service 
program or qualify under the U.S. Federal Poverty Guidelines. Eligibility varies by state. 
 
Instead of receiving a monthly telephone bill for Lifeline service, SafeLink converts the total 
amount of discounted service (approximately $13.50 of discounted telephone service) into 
minutes (68 minutes) each month. Through this service you will receive Free cellular service, a 
Free cell phone, and Free minutes every month. SafeLink Wireless Service does not cost anything 
– there are no contracts, no recurring fees and no monthly charges. The SafeLink service is 
good for one year and participants in the program are subject to annual verification.  
 
 Minutes you do not use will roll-over. Features such as caller ID, call waiting and voicemail 
are all also included with your service. If you need additional Minutes, you can buy TracFone 
Airtime Cards at any TracFone retailer. For more information about this program and how to 
apply, go to https://www.safelinkwireless.com/EnrollmentPublic/benefits.aspx 

http://mail.ossb.oh.gov/owa/redir.aspx?C=1598dfe8b1ff40fc8bdf7cbb8ec8b14d&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.safelinkwireless.com%2fEnrollmentPublic%2fbenefits.aspx�
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New Boy Scout Troop At OSSB                              
A big “welcome” to the latest addition to scouting at the 
Ohio State School for the Blind!  With the Simon Kenton 
Council’s help, and the help of a few good volunteers, the 
scout troop is now ten members strong.  Co-leaders are Joe 
Gehres and Donna Kortyka.  The first official function was 
marching in the Circleville Pumpkin Show parade which 
students performed with great scout pride.  

Cheryl Boley has graciously made large print and Braille books so the scouts can work on ad-
vancements. Our scouts are working hard on the first set of requirements and boys, eleven years 
or older can join at any time. We are always looking for volunteers, so see Joe Gehres for details 
and information regarding meetings. Watch for the boys to “be prepared” and to “do a good turn 
daily”! 

The winner of the Rose Bowl is easy to pick this year. You may be surprised to learn that this 
year's winner is the Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band. No matter what happens on 
the field, it cannot compare to the courage, soul, and grace of this amazing organization. This 
appearance in the parade on New Year's day will be the Marching Band's first. They are currently 
rehearsing on a field behind their school by playing and marching in practice for the six mile 
event. I just saw the band in concert with the extraordinary Clark Montessori Steel Drum Band. 
The reason for the concert was to help raise funds to defray the costs of the trip to Pasadena. The 
real reason was to show just how powerful and prepared this group is for the thrill of being in the 
spotlight of a major event in college and national sports. 
 
The inclusion of the OSSBMB in the parade is a major step forward in opening eyes to the 
necessity of including students with intellectual and physical challenges in all aspects of higher 
education. Students seeking a college education and who have an intellectual and/or physical 
challenge have a major set of obstacles to overcome in the attitudes of college faculty and 
students. Seeing a blind band in the position of being the only such organization in the world, 
brings home the point about just how excluded blind people, and by association, anyone with 
learning and physical difficulties, are from symbolic and substantial school activities. . .  
 
Clark Montessori's school auditorium rocked with the joy of the marching, jazz and steel drum 
bands and the families and friends that came together to celebrate this amazing breakthrough. 
Thanks to Bruce Weil, Clark Steel Band instructor, and many fellow teachers and parents, we had 
an experience of feeling the power of music and inclusion. If there was a star of the evening, and 
there were many, it was Macy McClain, flute and choir, who played solos and with the band in 
ways that brashly and beautifully said, "We are ready for Pasadena!" Had you been there, you 
would have not only agreed but you would have been on your feet for the whole concert, 
cheering their courage and determination to open this important door. Thank you Macy and 
Bruce.   
 

Special thanks to Dr. Steve Sunderland for permission to reprint portions of his recent article.  Sunderland is professor of 
Peace and Educational Studies University of Cincinnati , College of Education, Criminal Justice and Human Services  

I Know The Winner of the Rose Bowl                            Steve Sunderland, Ph.D 
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Ohio State School for the Blind       Vision and Vocational Services      Goodwill Easter Seals of Miami Valley          Clovernook Center      
     apilewskie@ossb.oh.gov           bmelton@sightcenter.toledo.org              cdyer@gesmv.org                     mwalsh@clovernook.org 
       
        Sight Center of Northwest Ohio               OSU’s Nisonger Center             Cincinnati Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired        
      dcoleman@sightcenter.toledo.org            margo.izzo@osumc.edu                      john.mitchell@cincyblind.org 

 
Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission Bureau of Services for the Visually Impaired 

 Sharon.Schmidt@rsc.state.oh.us 
 
 

The Ohio Transition Collaborative for  
Students who are Blind or Visually Impaired 

 
 

The agencies listed above have been awarded a new Pathways contract through the Ohio RSC.  These diverse 

partners are collaborating to serve transition age students, 14-22, who are blind or visually impaired.  This 

collaborative of agencies will:  

• hire 5 Pathways “Transition Counselors”, who will provide traditional VR case management and services 

to transitioning youth whose primary disability is blindness or visual impairment, but may also have 

secondary disabilities such as intellectual, physical or developmental disabilities 

• facilitate service expansion and capacity in 27 counties   

• improve and increase employment outcomes for 200 young adults throughout Ohio who are blind or 

visually impaired, including those with other significant disabilities 

• provide educational data and expertise to vendors and education agencies 

• facilitate the alignment of the IPE with IEP goals 

• complete more thorough transition assessments 

• provide professional development on the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC) for the Blind or VI 

• offer technical assistance and training; develop and improve evidence-based transition services and 

employment outcomes for students with visual impairments and multiple disabilities  

• develop and supervise internships and employment opportunities  

• implement a summer “Work and Learn Program” for students with multiple disabilities, one of which is a 

visual impairment 

If you know of a student or young adult who is blind or visually impaired, between the ages of 14 and 22, and 

who does not currently have a BSVI counselor, please contact OSSB or one of the agencies closest to your 

geographical region.   

mailto:cdyer@gesmv.org�
mailto:mwalsh@clovernook.org�
mailto:dcoleman@sightcenter.toledo.org�
mailto:margo.izzo@osumc.edu�


Ohio State School for the Blind 
Important Dates to Remember 

      December 2009 
  17 Holiday Concert, Recital and Silent Auction 
  21 thru January 1 Winter Break  NO SCHOOL  
  28 Band departs for Rose Parade 
      January 2010 
    1          Band marches in Rose Bowl Parade 
  3 Band returns 
    4          School Resumes 
  8-10 Wrestling & Cheerleading @ Kentucky 
  18 Martin Luther King Day   NO SCHOOL 
  22-24 NCASB Wrestling & Cheerleading 
    @ Tennessee 
  25 PeeWee Swimming practice starts 
  

 Ohio State School  
for the Blind 

5220 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH  43214 

614-752-1152       
www.ossb.oh.gov 

“Bright Moments” in Music Class                                Carol Agler, Music Director

OSSB Mission Statement 
The Ohio State School for the Blind, a publicly funded educational facility, is dedicated to the intellectual, social, physical and emotional growth of students 
with visual impairments, including those with multiple disabilities.  Our mission is to work cooperatively with students, families and the community to 
provide an effective, enjoyable educational experience through specialized curriculum, equipment, material and individualized, disability-specific instruction to 
develop our students’ unique potential. 
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The primary classes have been learning all about all 
the instruments of the band and the orchestra, and 
have had time to try and play many of them from 
all the different instrument families.  Just like this 
year’s theme from music says, the kids are learning 
that it really is a great new day for making music 
with our friends!  New student Caiden Hooks meets 
the big double bass in music class, while Maggie 
Tolle checks out the sousaphone. 
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