Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band Will Travel to Cincinnati, Ohio and to Seattle, Washington

OSSBMB Director Dan Kelley states, “Our mission is to demonstrate the abilities of those with disabilities, thereby raising expectations for people with disabilities and serving as models for others to appreciate the skills of these band members and provide strategies to teach students with visual impairments.” 

In meeting that goal the Marching Panthers performed March 2 and 3rd, at Perry High School, in Perry, OH, during a Community Forum titled “A Walk in Their Shoes” and at a Special Olympics Basketball Game at Perry High School.  On March 3, the band performed for and with the all-girl Hathaway Brown Upper School Orchestra in Shaker Heights. That performance was broadcast live and can be viewed at www.hb.edu/live.  
Their spring schedule includes April 7, 14, 21, 28, May 26, June 2 parade practices on their track 5:30-7:30 p.m.  They will also perform with the Ohio State University Symphonic Band May 10 at 10:30 a.m. 

They travel to Fountain Square in Cincinnati, OH May 4 to perform with the Clark Montessori School Steel Drum Band for the Cincinnati Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired 100th Anniversary at 11:00 a.m.

July 5, 11:00 a.m. the Marching Panthers will lead the Lions Club International Parade of Nations in Seattle, Washington.  The Ohio Lions Clubs have provided wonderful support!  OSSBMB is proud to represent Ohio in the Parade of Nations!
Donations in the form of checks made out to “OSSB PTSF” with “music department” in the subject line can be mailed to 
Jim Peterfish 
OSSB PTSF Treasurer

5220 N. High Street
Columbus, OH 43214.  
About OSSBMB:

The Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Panthers under the direction of  Dan Kelley who has been blind since birth, Assistant Director Carol Agler, and Music Assistant Martin Williams, have been entertaining audiences since 2005 when the high school band became a marching band to perform at the Ohio School for the Deaf home football games. The original group of 13 students, aided by marching assistants, have expanded to the current 34 marching members plus assistants, and have achieved local and national acclaim.

The OSSBMB has performed at many venues including area football games, parades, the Ohio Statehouse, collaborative concerts with the Brass Band of Columbus and with other high school bands as well as the Hathaway Brown Orchestra.  A highlight was performing their signature drill Script Braille “Ohio” at an Ohio State University Marching Band skull session (pre-game concert) Oct. 23, 2010. The band became the first-ever blind marching band to participate in a Rose Parade at the January 1, 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade in Pasadena, California.  
October 23, 2010 OSSBMB was awarded the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia Fraternity National Citation for

 Being a program providing an unparalleled experience to musical students;
And serving as an example to others by recognizing the value of music 
even when facing extreme adversity;
And, bestowing confidence, trust and a musical bond among their peers;
And, sharing their gift and talents with thousands 
during the 2010 Tournament of Roses Parade,
And, opening the eyes of their community by creating new standards of excellence for persons with disabilities.
View the OSSBMB in action by visiting the links below.

· Tournament of Roses Parade:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SavfY5gHV70
· “Script Ohio” in Braille at the Tournament of Roses Bandfest: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lGlKQ1J5XYk 

· Second half of halftime show at Bandfest: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LRHYBPCUeL8 

· “Bandleader’s Vision for the Blind”: http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?id=4585261n&tag=related;photovideo (CBS News)
