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Congratulations, OSSB Class of 

2016! 

Mrs. Laur i  Kap lan  

OSSB is  p leased to present our 179th 

graduat ing c lass!  Graduat ion was he ld on May 

26,  2016 and Dr.  Lonny Rivera, Inter im 

Super intendent of  Publ ic  Instruct ion,  gave the 

c lass address.  Severa l  awards and scholarsh ips 



tota l ing $7000 were presented to sen iors .  

Inter im Super intendent Denyse Woods 

presented the D.W. Overbeay C it izensh ip I  

Award to Eboni;  Former Super intendent ,  Dr .  

Lou Mazzol i  gave the Wi l l iam W. Bolsen 

Memor ia l  Scholarsh ip to Eboni ,  Aust in ,  Ethan 

and Maka l ia.  Aust in ,  Ben and Maka l ia  rece ived 

the Columbus Northern L ions C lub Scholarsh ip 

f rom Mr.  K i rby Witmer,  and f ina l ly  OSSB 

teachers Ce i l  Pe i rano and Karen Koehler 

presented the Cynth ia  M. Johnson Scholarsh ip 

to Aust in  and Eboni in memory of  OSSB's  

former Super intendent who passed away last  

year  af ter her  batt le  with cancer .  C lass 

speaker ,  Eboni ,  ended the ceremony by 

encourag ing her  c lassmates to "buck le up and 

prepare yourse lves for  the most ep ic ,  bumpy, 

crazy, unforgettab le r ide of  your l i fe ,  because 

i t  beg ins now, r ight  now!" C lass of  2016, you 

have a l l  lef t  an incred ib le  mark on our hearts .  



We wish a l l  of  the OSSB graduates and the ir  

fami l ies the best  l i fe has to of fer!  
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OSSB's Vocational Garden 

Program  

Ms. Kate King 

The OSSB vocat iona l  department s tar ted a new 

garden ing program for  students th is school  

year .  Steven Nagy,  a  loca l  Eag le Scout  and 

brother of  OSSB student Sydney,  created and 

bu i l t  s ix ra ised beds for  our  s tudents to use 

and learn valuab le work sk i l ls .  In May, 

s tudents he lped p lant  severa l  types of  le ttuce ,  

on ions,  bas i l ,  tomatoes, c i lantro and other 

herbs.  The goa l  of  th is  project was two -fo ld .  

The f i rs t  was to learn bas ic work sk i l l s ,  and 



the second was to incorporate more hea l thy 

choices into s tudents d iets .  Students f rom 

around Ohio enro l led in  OSSB's  two-week 

career  exp lorat ion and four -week Work and 

Learn camps, he lped mainta in the gardens 

dur ing the summer.  The vocat iona l  department 

is  current ly work ing with admin is t rat ion to 

prov ide an indoor greenhouse space,  so 

students have a year - long opportuni ty  to work 

on these new sk i l l s .  
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Poetry Out Loud, Creating 

Confidence  

Senior ,  Eboni  Bays-Hol ley 

Th is  year I  got  t i re  honor of  be ing a part  of  

Poetry  Out Loud. Poetry  Out Loud is  a 



compet i t ion that  requ ires a l l  h igh school  

s tudents to rec i te poetry  out  loud. The f i rs t  

year  that  I  t r ied i t  I  d idn ' t  do so great .  The 

second year I  d id better than I thought I  

would.  But the th ird year  took the cake.  By 

th is t ime I knew what the judges expected.  I  

knew what they wanted to see and hear .  So I  

gave them the best  that I  cou ld, and i t  pa id 

of f  b ig t ime.  

The day of  Poetry  Out Loud I got to school  

la te , because I  missed the bus.  But my mom 

got me to school  minutes before I  had to 

compete.  I  was r id icu lous ly  nervous.  My mind 

kept  throwing p ieces of  t he poems that  I 'd  

chosen at me. "Leaps on the back," "F loats  

down,"  "Escape me? Never!"  "D ips h is wing,"  

My hands and knees were shak ing.  I  had to 

keep reminding myse lf  to breathe. I  kept   

te l l ing mysel f  that  everyth ing was f ine.  



"Once aga in welcome to Whe tstone High 

School ,  and we hope that  you enjoy th is year 's  

Poetry  Out Loud!" My stomach was in  knots  

the ent i re  t ime. My eyes were a l l  over  the 

p lace.  See ing,  but  not see ing.  There were two 

boys bes ide me, one to the lef t  and one to the 

r ight .  They were bo th rea l ly  nervous.  I  th ink 

that 's  what ca lmed me down. The fact  that  I  

wasn ' t  the on ly nervous person there gave me 

strength.  The ir  nervousness gave me 

conf idence. And once I  had that  conf idence i t  

was l ike noth ing cou ld touch me.  

When i t  was my turn to go  on stage my mind 

went b lank.  A l l  of  the words in my f i rs t  poem 

d isappeared.  There was noth ing but s i lence as 

my resource teacher he lped me to the 

microphone. I  s tood there for  seemed l ike 

minutes,  but  in rea l i ty  i t  was on ly a few 

seconds. I  took a deep breath in ,  let  i t  out ,  

and the words came rush ing back.  I  was 



exc i ted,  but I  d idn ' t  le t  i t  show. I  rec i ted my 

poem with appropr iate 'dramat icness '  I  d idn ' t  

go overboard,  but  I  d id g ive i t  a l i t t le  twist .  

When I  was f in ished everyone star ted c lapping 

and say ing my name. I  was back on c loud 9 

aga in and th is t ime I wasn ' t  let t ing go.  

The other  students went and when they were 

f in ished we had a 10 -minute break.  My mom 

and my s ister  came over and ta lked to me. 

Just hear ing them say that I  d id a good job 

made me fee l  l ike I  might  just  move on to the 

second round. A l l  of  the other  s tudents were 

walk ing around, ta lk ing,  and danc ing.  But  I  

was s i t t ing at  the edge of  my seat .  I  was 

perfect ly  poised, wai t ing,  l i s tening, and 

hoping. The top f ive s tudents were announced 

to rec i te  thei r  second poem, and I  was the 

f i rs t  person to get ca l led.  With the ass is tance 

of  my resource teacher I  went up on stage 

aga in and rec i ted my second and last  poem. In 



th is  poem I  knew that  I  cou ld le t  a l l  of  my joy 

out .  I  knew that  I  cou ld show everyone how 

exc i ted I  was through the words in  th is poem. 

So I  d id .  My heart  was overf lowing with 

happiness.  I f  I  cou ld have touched every 

person in the audience and gave them some of 

my joy I  would have.  I  was just  that  f i l led.  

Af ter  I  was f in ished, the f ina l  four  s tudents 

went up and rec i ted the ir  poems. Everyone 

had an awesome poem. I  s tar ted to get  just  a  

l i t t le  nervous aga in. The what i f s  came 

creeping back in .  What i f  I  sk ipped a word or 

two? What i f  I  d idn ' t  have the r ight amount of  

express ion? What i f  I  don ' t  p lace? Wi l l  

everyone st i l l  be proud? The top three winners 

were announced. "Third p lace goes to. . . "  I  

d idn ' t  make i t .  "Second p lace goes to. . . "  I  

know I  d idn ' t  make i t ,  there 's  just  no way. 

"F i rs t  p lace goes to. . . "  I  lost ,  game over .  

"Eboni Bays-Hol ley!" I  cou ldn ' t  be l ieve i t !  I  



jumped up and my resource teacher and I  

hugged. I  was so happy.  Everyone was 

c lapp ing and screaming my name. I  Eboni  

Bays-Hol ley had done i t .  I  won.  

Cont inued on page 4  
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OSSB Senior Dinner-Greek 

Style!   

Mrs. Kaplan with Mrs.  Swisher and 

Brendon Hamblin 

This  year 's  c lass  of  OSSB Seniors  was t reated 

to a spec ia l  Sen ior  d inner on March 22 n d .  

Trad i t iona l ly  at  the Ohio State School  for  the 

B l ind,  n inth graders prepare a surpr ise meal  



for  the sen ior  c lass and th is  year  was no 

d i f ferent!  Students enrol led in Independent 

L iv ing Sk i l ls  (ILS) c lasses of  Ms. Honse -Sayna, 

Ms. Sa lvagna and ass is tant Mrs. Swisher 

de l ighted the sen iors  and the i r  guests  wi th a 

de l ic ious Greek -themed d inner .  The n inth 

grade students were respons ib le for p ick ing a 

theme, p lann ing the food and mus ic,  

decorat ing the school  lobby, prepar ing the 

even ing's  

meal and dessert  f rom scratch,  greet ing the 

sen ior  c lass and the i r  guests ,  and f ina l ly  

servmg the ir  fe l low students!  Whew, they were 

busy!  

OSSB Senior C lass Adv isors ,  Mrs. F isher ,  Mrs.  

Swartwout and Mrs.  F in ley and ret i red ILS 

teacher ,  Mrs.  Fra ley s topped by to spend some 

t ime with the sen iors  —Ben, Maka l ia ,  Brendon, 

Cara,  Eboni ,  Sam, V iv ian,  and Donald.  Unable 



to at tend were K immie, Br ianne, E than and 

Aust in .  

Accord ing to sen ior ,  Brendon, the menu 

inc luded hummus and pi ta  bread, f ru i t ,  and 

ch icken or lamb Gyros for  d inner .  Dessert  was 

homemade cheesecake or  bak lava spec ia l ly  

prepared by Madison. Andre was respons ib le  

for  f ind ing Greek mus ic to enhance the 

even ing. Other n inth graders involved dur ing 

the even ing were Aujanee,  Prec ious,  Tay lor  H. ,  

and Yaqi .  Spec ia l  thanks to Ol iv ia  Swisher and 

Tay lor W. and fami ly  for  he lp ing in  the 

k i tchen, and with other spec ia l  tasks.  I t  t ru ly  

was a team effor t ,  and as Brendon sa id, 

"There were laughs and memor ies made, i t  

was wel l -p lanned out and a great  n ight!"  

 



St. Patrick's Day Fun 

Ms. Laura Shearer  

The K/ l  c lass  had a fantast ic  March! We 

ce lebrated Dr.  Seuss day by I  reading a l l  the 

Dr.  Seuss books we could a l l  day long!  On S t .  

Patr ick 's  I  Day we at tended the Shr iner C i rcus 

and came back to our c lassroom to I  f ind a 

huge mess that a f r isky l i t t le  Leprechaun had 

made. We fo l lowed 

a path of  shamrocks to our ca lendar and saw 

that  he lef t  one of  h is t iny shoes and I what 

was le f t  of  h is  campsite!  F ie  had l i t  a  

f i re in our c lassroom but d idn ' t  leave us any 

marshmal lows!  There were green co ins and 

st reamers everywhere.  We took p ictures of  our 

green f lash ing hats ,  our sh iny neck laces and 

Josh wore the St .  Pat ty 's  Day mustache. Our 

Speech teacher ,  Ms.  Russe l l  and O&M 

instructor ,  Mrs. Swartwout made i t  so much 



fun! We had fun ce lebrat ing and t ry ing to 

catch that  l i t t le  guy.  

 

4  

PANTHER COUNTRY 

Cont inued f rom page 2  

Poetry Out Loud 

Senior,  Eboni Bays-Holley 

Maybe a month la ter I  moved on  to the 

reg iona l  semif ina ls .  I f  I  d idn ' t  p lace in  th is 

one,  I  wasn ' t  moving on.  Dur ing the semif ina ls  

we had to do 2 poems aga in.  But  th is  t ime I  

was compet ing aga inst 22 d i f ferent schools .  I  

was nervous,  but  conf ident .  I  rec i ted my f i rs t  

poem and I  fe l t  p ret ty  good about i t .  Af ter the 

other s tudents went we had a 10 -minute 

break. We got  s tar ted aga in and everyone 



rec i ted the ir  second poem. Once aga in I  went 

on stage and rec i ted my second poem. I  fe l t  

good! Af ter everyone was f in ished we a l l  got 

an award.  And then i t  was t ime to p ick the top 

s ix .  

The top s ix  would be moving on to the state 

f ina ls .  My stomach was in  knots  and my hands 

were co ld and shak ing.  But  aga in I  was 

surpr ised and more than exc i ted to f ind out 

that  I  made i t  in to the top s ix .  Two weeks 

la ter I  went to the state f ina ls .  Th is  t ime I  had 

to rec i te  3 poems. Everyone rec i ted the ir  f i rs t  

two poems. And then the top s ix were chosen 

to rec i te  thei r  th i rd poem.  

I  made i t  to the f ina l  round, but I  d idn ' t  p lace 

af ter  that .  I  thought I  would fee l  hu rt .  I  

thought that  I  would be angry.  But a l l  I  cou ld 

fee l  was a sense of  re l ie f .  I  had fun whi le I  

was a part  of  Poetry  Out Loud, and deep down 

I  th ink that was a l l  that I  wanted.  



Because of  Poetry  Out Loud I fee l  more 

conf ident  in who I  am. I  fee l  more conf ident  in 

my voice. Dur ing the compet i t ions I  got  to 

s tep outs ide of  my comfort  zone. I  got  to meet 

new people and I  th ink I  might have even 

made a couple of  f r iends whi le  I  was at  i t .  I  

fee l  accompl ished, conf ident ,  and new. And 

that 's  a l l  thanks to Poet ry  Out Loud.  

 

 

OSSB's  Parent  Teacher Staf f  Organizat ion wi l l  

ho ld our Yankee Candle fa l l  fundra iser  f rom 

September 9-September 26,  2016 .  Cata logs 

and order forms wi l l  go home with students on 

or  before September 9th.  The PTSO wi l l  prof i t  

40% from each candle  or  g i f t  i tem sold,  and 

you may order  on l ine through the end of  

December!!  

 



Students Heat Up Kitchen In 

April Bake-off 

Each year ,  students in  OSSB's  Independent 

L iv ing Sk i l ls  c lasses s ign up for the Bake Off ,  

wi th OSSB teachers and staf f  as the judges.  

Congratu lat ions to a l l  the students who 

showed the ir  wonderfu l  cook ing sk i l ls !  The 

winners of  th is  year ' s  bake of f  were:  

Appetizer = 1st  p lace Apple butter;  Connie,  

La iken,  Bryce.  2nd p lace=Fr ied macaron ic  & 

cheese b i tes;  Ryan.  

Honorab le ment ion=Easy Dor i to Nachos; 

Thomas.  

Desserts  = 1st p lace Chocolate Toffee 

Haystacks;  Ca iden 2nd p lace t ie  homemade 

German Chocolate Cake; Ana,  and Apple 

Dumpl ings;  Camden.  

Honorab le ment ion=Fat Mans P ie;  Cameron.  



Main dish  = 1st  p lace Cornbread Pudding;  

Br ianne 2nd p lace Braz i l ian P izza;  Madison.  

Honorab le ment ion= Afr ican Stew; Ian.  

Bread  = 1st  p lace Choc Ch ip Bars;  Troy,  Zack 

T. ,  Peggy.  

2nd p lace Chocolate Caramel  C innamon ro l l ;  

Awat.  
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"Hands On" at the Pet Store   

Miss Libby Patterson 

Miss Patterson and Miss  Ba i ley 's  c lasses went 

to a loca l  pet  store on a community  out ing th is  

spr ing, where we were g iven a wonderfu l  



presentat ion f rom one of  the store workers 

named Br ian.  We sat in  a semi -c i rc le  and Br ian 

showed us var ious types of  an imals that  they 

have for sa le  such as dogs,  cats ,  bearded 

dragons,  snakes,  bunnies and more.  We 

learned interest ing facts  about each an imal 

and each student was a l lowed to fee l  the 

an imals  at  the i r  persona l  comfort  leve ls .  

Decoda's  favor i te an imal  was the rabbi t  

because i t  was "so sof t ! "  We had a wonderfu l  

exper ience and rea l ly  enjoyed the "hands on" 

t r ip!  Thanks to Mrs. Kaplan for  dr iv ing us!!  

 

2016 OSSB Forensics Team 

Mrs. Nicoie Parrish 

The 2016 OSSB Forens ics  Team had qu i te an 

exc i t ing season! From our day meet in Ind iana 

to the Buckeye C lass ic  at  home, team members 

honed the i r  oratory sk i l ls  and sharpened the i r  



compet i t ive dr ives.  Th is year 's  team cons isted 

of  the fo l lowing students:  sen iors Eboni ,  Ben, 

and V iv ian; jun ior  Brandon; sophomore A lex; 

f reshmen Prec ious, Aujanee, Yaqi ,  Connie,  and 

Madison; and seventh -graders Maggie and Ian.  

Our conference meet was in Tennessee on 

Apr i l  30,  and a fu l l  team roster a l lowed our 

speak ing panthers to approach i t  

compet i t ive ly !  

  Eboni earned a perfect score in Humorous 

Interpretat ion and took f i rs t  p lace in  the 

event!  She a lso took second p lace in  Great  

Speeches.  

  Maggie took th ird in Ser ious Prose.  

  Prec ious took th i rd in  Humorous Prose.  

  Ben and Brandon took th i rd in  Duo.  

  Connie took second in Ser ious 

Interpretat ion.  

  Alex took second in E ight -minute Speeches.  



  Yaqi  took second in Open Category 

(Current  Pol i t i ca l  Speeches).  

  Viv ian (Impromptu) and Madison (Poetry) 

a lso ranked in  var ious rounds,  earn ing 

points  that  contr ibuted to the team's tota l .  

Overa l l ,  the team earned second p lace,  

narrowly inch ing out  Tennessee by three 

points!  Dur ing the awards ceremony for  

swimming and forens ics,  sen ior  Eboni  was a lso 

presented with the Robert  H.  Thompson A ivard 

and Scholarsh ip.  Due to her  successfu l  

part ic ipat ion in  sports ,  c i t i zensh ip,  and st rong 

academic performance,  Eboni was recognized 

as a super ior  North Centra l  Assoc iat ion of  

Schools  for  the B l ind (NCASB) student -ath lete,  

and was honored in  f ront  of  the ent i re  

conference as the so le rec ip ient .  I t  was a 

ce lebratory n ight ,  indeed!  



Great  job to a l l  who part ic ipated th is  year!  We 

look forward to hav ing the team trophy and 

Eboni ' s  p laque on d isp lay!  
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ASSE International Seeks Host 

Families for VI Students 

ASSE Internat iona l ,  a  non -prof i t ,  vo lunteer 

based exchange organizat ion (www.asse.com) 

is  seek ing host  fami l ies for  the 2016 -2017 

academic year ,  semester ,  and LCE Camp. Have 

you ever fe l t  the des ire to make a pos i t ive 

d i f ference in  the l i fe  of  a  young person from 

another country? Do you apprec iate learn i ng 

about other  cu l tures and meet ing people 

d i f ferent f rom yourse l f?  I f  you answered "yes" 

to e i ther of  these quest ions,  then you may be 

just the r ight  ind iv idua l  or  fami ly  to host a 

http://www.asse.com/


high school fore ign exchange student wi th 

ASSE. 

Host ing an internat iona l  s tudent is  a  pos i t ive,  

l i fe -changing exper ience.  You wi l l  learn about 

another cu l ture and have the opportun ity to 

show hosp i ta l i ty  to a c i t i zen of  another 

country . The re lat ionsh ip you form with your 

s tudent wi l l  c reate a br idge between d i f ferent  

nat ions and fami l ies ,  foster ing internat iona l  

understanding and a stronger g loba l  

community .  

A l l  s tudents br ing the i r  own spending money 

and are fu l ly  insured,  so the investment for  

host fami l ies  is  min imal.  Fami l ies prov ide a 

room and meals to the i r  host  son/daught er; in  

return ga in ing a cross -cu l tura l  exper ience and 

last ing grat i tude of  a  young person f rom 

overseas.  ASSE current ly  has two wonderfu l  

s tudents who are v isua l ly  impaired ava i lab le 

for  the 2016/17 academic year —Georgs f rom 



Latv ia  who enjoys water  sk i ing ,  an imals ,  

read ing,  cyc l ing, sk i ing and ice -skat ing. V lad 

f rom Romania p lays p iano,  is  in terested in  

computers ,  l i s ten ing to mus ic  and spending 

t ime with f r iends.  I t  would be wonderfu l  for 

these two youth to exper ience an exchange 

program in the Uni ted Sta tes!  

P lease reach out  to Mar lene Hol tz  wi th ASSE 

for  more informat ion,  

mar lenehol tz@hotmai l .com 614-425-9358. 

 

The National Federation of the Bl ind of 

Ohio (NFBOhio)  has teamed up with Love 

Chiropract ic to sponsor the ir  f i rs t  annual  

Reading Bra i l le  for  the B l ind 5K Run to be he ld 

on October 2nd 2016 in P la in C i ty ,  Ohio at  

G lac ier  R idge Metro Park.  For more in format ion 

or  to reg is ter ,  p lease go to the webs i te:  

Runfortheblmd5k. i tsyourrace.com.  

mailto:marleneholtz@hotmail.com


Accord ing to the NFB of  Ohio website ,  

iT fboh io.org,  your tax exempt g i f t  he lps them 

"ass is t  newly b l ind people and parents of  b l ind 

ch i ldren.  They conduct a  2 -week summer 

program to teach b l ind ch i ldren Bra i l le  and the 

a l ternat ive sk i l ls  of  b l indness and t hey of fer  

scholarsh ips to b l ind co l lege students and 

work to pass laws to protect  the r ights  of  b l ind 

c i t i zens. OSSB is  not  in  any way assoc iated 

with th is  5k run,  but  we wish them wel l  wi th 

th is inaugura l  event ,  and hope to have OSSB 

represented at the run! 

 

STABLE Account /ABLE Act 

Mrs. Lauri  Kaplan 

STABLE accounts are new, and Ohio is  one of  

on ly three states current ly  of fer ing th is 

investment account for e l ig ib le  ind iv idua ls  wi th 

d isab i l i t ies  and the ir  fami l ies .  The ABLE Act 



(Ach iev ing A Better L i fe  Expe r ience ACT) 

a l lows ind iv idua ls to save and invest money 

without  los ing e l ig ib i l i ty  for certa in needs -

based publ ic  benef i ts  l ike Medica id, 

Supplementa l  Secur i ty Income (SSI) and Soc ia l  

Secur i ty  D isab i l i ty  Insurance (SSDI).  Earn ings 

in  the STABLE account are  not subject  to 

Federa l  Income Tax as long as they are spent  

on qua l i f ied d isab i l i ty  expenses.  Once enro l led, 

you may request  a  STABLE Card,  a  loadable 

prepa id debit  card to use l ike a credi t  card 

when making qua l i f ied purchases.  

Indiv idua ls wi th d isab i l i t ies  who open a 

STABLE Account may save up to $14,000 each 

year .  Th is money may then be used for  bas ic  

l iv ing expenses, t ransportat ion,  educat ion, 

ass is t ive technology, hea l th prevent ion and 

wel lness, and more.  For more informat ion, 

p lease go to ht tp://s tab leaccount .com or ca l l  

1-800-439-1653. 

http://stableaccount.com/
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Walking for Rwanda 

Mrs. Schwamburger's Class  

The OSSB 5th Annual Walk -a-thon was held on 

May 13th, and Mrs.  Schwamburger 's  c lass sent 

th is note to the ir  sponsors . . .  "Thank you for  

sponsor ing us a t the Walk -a-thon! We al l  

looked great  and un i ted as a school in our 

Walk-a-thon t -sh i r ts .  The weather was 

beaut i fu l .  I t  was just the r ight temperature 

wi th a n ice cool  breeze. We had a fun t ime. 

Indiv idua l ly  we walked one to three mi les wi th 

f r iends and teachers and as a group we walked 

twelve mi les.  Some of  us even ran a b i t .  After 

each mi le  Makay la and Miss  Re id d id a l i t t le  

dance in f ront  of  the loud mus ic .  At  the stereo 

we took a gemstone out of  our lef t  pocket  and 



placed i t  in  our  r ight  pocket to keep  t rack of  

our  laps.  

We enjoyed eat ing ice -cream donated by 

Jen i ' s .  Mr. Ke l ley cooked hot dogs on the gr i l l  

and there were ch ips and dr inks that  some of 

us purchased. Two pol ice of f icers on 

horseback came. We spent t ime pett ing Jack 

and Legend on the ir  face s and sof t  noses.  We 

have so far  been ab le to purchase new uni form 

pads for  the Goalba l l  Teams at  the Ubumwe 

Community  Center and 12 more canes.  We fee l  

good about he lp ing the b l ind students and 

gor i l las  in  Rwanda!  Thanks aga in for  your 

generous donat ion.  ~Trevon, Makayla,  Qua,  

Aidan 

 

 

 



Varsity Swim News at OSSB 

Coach Grim & Coach Peirano  

Congratu lat ions to the Vars i ty Swimmers who 

completed a very successfu l  season! They not  

on ly won the Ind iana Meet and Buckeye C lass ic 

but a lso the Conference Championsh ip Me et .  

With n ine states compet ing, they won the 

g i r ls ,  boys and combined team trophies . Even 

better ,  the swimmers were improv ing the i r  

ind iv idua l  t imes on d i f ferent events  throughout 

the season. Th is  was espec ia l ly  exc i t ing 

because we had a number of  swimmers  who 

were just  learn ing how to swim!  

The g i r ls  team inc luded Yaqi ,  Sarah,  Maggie,  

Maddie,  Taylor ,  As ia ,  Anna, Peggy,  and 

Miranda. 

The ir  combined ef for ts earned them 11 f i rst ,  3  

second, and 8 th ird p lace medals  and they 



were over  100 points  above the 2 n d  p lace 

team. They were an extremely hard work ing 

group who a lways stepped up to the cha l lenge.  

The boys team inc luded Donald,  Ethan, 

Thomas, Roy,  Ian,  DeCoda, A lex,  Brandon, 

Ben, Evan, Ca iden, and Camden. They earned 

a tota l  of  15-F i rs t ,  and 7-Th ird p lace medals .  

The coaches were impressed by how much 

t ime swimmers were ab le to take of f  the ir  

persona l  records at championsh ips!  
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PANTHER COUNTRY 

Assistive Technology Family 

Conference  

September 24, 2016 / Worthington,  OH 

B ra i l le  Excel lence for  S tudents and Teachers  



OSSB is  once aga in partner ing with the BEST 

Grant  for th is  year 's  Ass is t ive Technology 

Fami ly  Conference which wi l l  be he ld at  the 

Hol iday Inn Worth ington,  7007 North High 

Street f rom 8:00am—3:30pm. Th is f ree one -

day conference wi l l  feature Ass ist ive 

Technology vendors focus ing on bra i l le  

l i teracy, low v is ion a ids , wr i t ing,  read ing,  and 

more.  Vendors wi l l  answer quest ions and 

demonstrate equipment throughout the day. 

Breakout sess ions wi l l  inc lude vendor sess ions, 

a  parent  panel ,  s tudent panel ,  product  

demonstrat ion and more.  Regis trat ion c loses 

on September 9,  2016.  

To register,  please go to:  

ht tp://www.oca l i .org/pro iect/at -fami ly -

conference For  more in format ion,  p lease 

contact  Laur i  Kap lan 614 -728-1567 or  Ju l ie  

Pashov ich 614-410-1042.  

http://www.ocali.org/proiect/at-family-conference
http://www.ocali.org/proiect/at-family-conference


UPCOMING PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES 

Supporting Students with Visual 

Impairment 

Dates 

September 15,  2016  

October 20, 2016  

November 17,  2016  

January 19,  2017  

T ime 1:00-4:00  

Contact  Hour 12 hours  

ACVRP cred it  pending  

Cost  $85.00 

Register Onl ine http:// summitesc. or g/ 



September 15- 

Understanding V isua l  Impairment :  What is  the 

Impact  & How Can The Classroom Teacher 

Fac i l i ta te Successfu l  Learn ing October 20 - 

The Bra i l le  User  in the Regular  

C lassroom 

 

November 17— 

Pract ica l  Or ientat ion & Mobi l i ty  Strateg ies To 

Ass is t  Students Who Have A V isua l  Impairment 

or  CVI in Access ing the ir  Educat iona l  Sett ing  

January 19- 

Meet ing the Needs of  CVI in the C lassroom  

 

 



UDS 

EXPLORE ENGAGE EXCEL 

No Refunds on Workshop Regis trat ions  

Quest ions? Contact  Brenda Pa l inkas at  330 -

945-5600 ext .  511234 

420 Washington Ave.  |  Cuyahoga Fa l ls ,  OH 

44221 |  330.945.5600  

 

SUMMIT  

Educat iona l  Serv ice Center   

Profess iona l .  Proact ive .  Partners  
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PANTHER COUNTRY 

P ictures Omit ted  
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PANTHER COUNTRY 

OSSB Important Dates 

(subject to change)  

AUGUST 

August  22,  2016  Regis trat ion at  Noon 

August  23,  2016  F irs t  Day of  School  

August  29,  2016  F irs t  Day of  Track and F ie ld 

Pract ice 

August  31,  2016  BAND to Char i table Campaign 

K ickoff  Per formance  

August  31,  2016  BAND to Sweet Corn Fest iva l  

Parade 6pm 

 



SEPTEMBER 

September 5,  2016  NO SCHOOL—Labor Day 

September 9-10, 2016 Track and F ie ld 

Inv i tat iona l  % Tennessee School for the B l ind  

September 9-26, 2016 Yankee Candle Fa l l  

Fundra iser  for  OSSB 

September 14,2016  School  P ic ture Day!  

September 16-18,  2016 BAND Weekend 

September 21,2016  Track & F ie ld Day Meet % 

OSSB 

September 30,2016  NCASB Track & F ie ld Meet 

Indiana School  for  the B l ind  

 

 

 



OCTOBER 

October 1, 2016  NCASB Track & F ie ld Meet % 

Indiana School  for  the B l ind  

October 10, 2016 NO SCHOOL—Columbus Day 

October 12, 2016 Bi l l  Roby Games—Elementary 

Track meet @ Kentucky School  for  the B l ind.  

October 14-15,  2016 Goalba l l  Inv i tat iona l  % 

Tennessee School  for  the B l ind  

October 20, 2016 BAND to C irc lev i l le  Pumpkin 

Show 

October 26,2016  Goalbal l  Day Meet  

 

Ohio State School  for  the B l ind 5220 N. High 

Street Columbus,  OH 43214 614 -752-1359 

www.ossb.oh.gov  

 

http://www.ossb.oh.gov/


OSSB Mission Statement  

The Ohio State School  for  the B l ind,  a  publ ic ly  

funded educat iona l  fac i l i ty ,  is  ded icated to the  

inte l lectua l ,  soc ia l ,  phys ica l  and emot iona l  

growth of  s tudents wi th v isua l  impairments , 

inc lud ing those with mult ip le d isab i l i t ies .  Our 

miss ion is  to work cooperat ive ly wi th s tudents ,  

fami l ies and the community  to prov ide an 

ef fect ive, enjoyable educat i ona l  exper ience 

through spec ia l ized curr icu lum, equipment,  

mater ia l  and ind iv idua l ized, d isab i l i ty -spec i f ic  

instruct ion to deve lop our s tudents '  un ique 

potent ia l .  


