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Last Spring, as the year was winding down at the Ohio State School for the 
Blind, a small group of students and staff visited the Ronald McDonald 
House (RMH) to drop off pop tabs collected by staff, students and families. 
The Central Ohio Ronald McDonald House collects and recycles the pull 
tabs from soda, soup and other aluminum cans. They use the funds to help 
run the Central Ohio RMH, and support families with seriously ill children 

by providing a “home away from home” while their child is in the hospital. Independent Living 
Skills Teachers, Sarah Salvagna, Nancy Honse-Sayna, and 
teacher’s aide, Cindy Swisher accompanied students 
Rae’Don, Christina, Sabrina and Jacob and were pleased to 
take a tour of the house and learn about the services provided 
to families. They also found out there may be opportunities 
for the students of OSSB to help the families by providing a 
student-prepared meal. OSSB will continue to collect pop/
soup tabs this year, so please send them in with your student. 
Thank you for your support of this worthwhile project! 

 Welcome New Students and Staff!         Mrs. Lauri Kaplan 

This may seem like old news, but we want to shout it from the rooftops, and 
officially welcome 23 new students and 14 staff members to our OSSB family 
this fall! In the elementary we welcome students: Christian, Joshua, 

Brandon, Daisy, Timothy, Catherine, Amina, Braiden, Payton and very 
soon, Deshantia.  In our Junior and High School, we say hello to Ryan, Ian, 

Camden, Aujanee, Sarah, Andre, Taylor, Constance, Precious, Awat, Alex, 
Roy and Laiken. These students come from cities such as Zanesville, 
Cleveland, Northfield, Toledo, Senacaville, West Lafayette, Boardman, 
Norwood, Stoutsville, Canton and Granville; many are also a welcome 
addition to our Residential program. 
 

We couldn’t welcome so many new students without the support of 
teachers, youth leaders, food service workers, teacher aids and of course, a 

principal and a superintendent!  OSSB is excited to welcome principal, Miss Al LaBarre, and 
pleased to have Ms. Denyse Woods continue to serve as OSSB’s Interim Superintendent. Mycah 

Myers, Deborah Grim, Erica Bardon, Rachelle Smith, Rachel Bailey, Ashley Traucht, Steven 
Grim and Chelsea Gerhan have stepped into key roles as teachers and (substitute teacher). 
Michelle Wagner has moved from the classroom and is now our IEP Coordinator. Say hello to 
youth leaders, Patrick Thornton and Alexandria Dawson, Angela Bonner, nurse,  Ru’Seanna 

Harlan in the dining rooms, and finally Christopher Wells, financial manager.  We are already 
enjoying a great year, and looking forward finishing this school year strong!  If you have any 
questions about the school or your child, feel free to contact the principal’s office at 614-752-1359.  

 



Catchin’ Critters at Darby Creek       By Evan, Maggie, Sara, Emily, Autum, Caiden and Ian 

On September 8, 2015, OSSB’s 7th through 10th graders went on a 
field trip to Darby Creek for science class. During the 35 minute 
bus ride to the park there was lots of singing and laughing. When 
we got to Darby Creek, we met up with the naturalist, Kaitlyn, 
who gave us a short presentation about what we would see before 
heading down the trail to the creek. After getting to the creek she 
told us about what we were going to try to catch and showed us 
the nets that we would use to catch macroinvertebrates.   
 

There were two kinds of nets. One was large with two wooden 
poles.  The naturalists’ helpers Bob and Dave would stand on one 
side of the net holding the poles and we would stand of the other 

side and shuffle our feet up to the net to try to push rocks and critters into the net.  The other type 
of net was smaller and had one pole that you held onto and then dipped the net in the water to 
pick up creatures that way. Some of us used our hands to reach down and pick up critters from 
the water or the bottom of the creek. We used our feet to loosen up the rocks to make the critters 
move with the current of the creek and into our nets or into easier reach of our hands.    
 

We were catching macroinvertebrates to see if the creek was clean. There are three categories that 
the macroinvertebrates go into that help you figure out if the creek is clean or not – Type 1, Type 2 
and Type 3. We found all sorts of macroinvertebrates such as crayfish, stonefly larva, mayfly larva, 
right handed snails, damselfly larvae, fingernail clams, mussels, water penny beetles, and 
hellgrammites.  We even caught a baby catfish and Maggie had a plant leech stuck to her finger.   
 

We found six species from the type 1 group of macroinvertebrates, which means the water is very 
clean. Species in this group are worth 3 points. We found a few critters in group 2, which means 
the water is pretty clean and they are worth 2 points. We got one point for the leech which is in 
group 3 and can live in dirtier water.  This leech is not the kind that sucks blood from animals so 
that was a good thing.  In the end, we had twenty-three points worth of macroinvertebrates which 
means that the creek is very healthy.   
 

We had plenty of staff to help us out on the trip including Mrs. Koehler, Mrs. Picard, Mr. Nixon, 

Mrs. Brewer-Wood, Mrs. Kaplan and our principal Miss LaBarre.  We had a great time getting 

wet and learning about biodiversity at Darby Creek.        

We hope to go back next year. 



 

Track & Field 2015                         Mr. Brian Charlton and Ms. Laura Shearer 

 

The 2015 Panthers Track season was a huge success 
marked by first-time participants, personal best 
performances, exciting finishes, outstanding 
competitiveness with rival teams, and, most notably, a 
heartwarming display of camaraderie among teammates 
where physical gains were achieved by mutual respect 
for one another and a willingness to help a teammate 
grow stronger.  Participants also withstood and endured 
the significant challenges associated with the physical 
conditioning requirements of track and field to the point 

of requesting more difficult or extended tasks as the season progressed in a personal quest to fulfill 
their potential.   In addition to being self-motivated, supportive of one another, and actively 
invested in promoting a cooperative athletic atmosphere, students displayed a sense of pride in 
their accomplishments as well as the performances of their teammates.   
 

The coaches want to not only congratulate everyone for a great season, 
but thank you for the privilege of coaching the team. We appreciate the 
parents who supported our season. Boys who participated this past 
season included:  Seniors, Donald and Ethan (who also served as 
captain), Juniors, Ryan, Brandon, Thomas, Roy, Sophomore, Awat, and 

Freshman manager, Andre.  The girl’s team was led by 
Captain Yaqi, Madison, Miranda, Maggie, and Autum.  
 

Panthers travelled to Tennessee and Indiana for track meets but the highlight was 

hosting the NCASB Conference this year. OSSB won the spirit stick and now have 

bragging rights until next year. You will find it in the trophy case in the front 

lobby. Next track season begins right after school starts in the fall of 2016 so come 

and enjoy the excitement of Panther Power. We hope to see many new faces next 

year, and are counting on hearing all about the miles put in over the summer so 

we can start the season in shape and ready to race!  

Facebook Reflection from Jennifer Brandon, parent of recent OSSB graduate, 
Billy Brandon: “Wow! 6 years ago he was about to step on that bus, go make 
history with The Ohio State School for the Blind Marching Band, as they 
were the first and only blind marching band to march in the Tournament of 
Rose Parade in Pasadena, CA. They also attended the Rose Bowl game in 
which The Ohio State University 
played. What a life-long memory 
made! So proud of this young man 
and who he's grown to be.”  

 

Fellow OSSB graduate, and current student at 
Otterbein University, Na’kita Griffin wrote, 
“Marching in that parade 6 years ago was an honor, a 
blessing, and an amazing experience!!”                                  
             - shared with the permission of Jennifer Brandon 



 

Special Gift From Ohio Lions                                                      Caiden Hooks, OSSB 7th 

On November 27, 2015 my mom and I attended the Washington Court 
House and Jeffersonville Lions Clubs' tailgate party for the BIG GAME! 
There were several people in attendance and we had been invited as 
guests to represent the OSSB Marching Band. There were silent auctions 
and two men who had played for Woody, back in the day, telling their 
OSU football glory stories. It was great entertainment.  
 

Then came the time for the two Lion's Clubs to donate a trumpet that 
had been played in 1933 at OSU. Dr. Elton Rhoad, who had since passed, played in the OSU 
Marching band and this was his trumpet.  His son John Rhoad, donated it on his father's behalf. 
The trumpet is silver in color and came with two different mouth pieces. The valves stick a little 
but what do you expect from an 82+ year old instrument. It probably also needs an updated 
carrying case because it has aged, too.   
 

It was a really cool evening, with excellent food and entertainment. I was honored to be able to 
represent our school at such an event! I want to thank the Lion's Clubs for inviting OSSB and for 
their generous donation of this trumpet. Also while I was there they announced our efforts to 
raise money for our international trip, and two people gave me cash donations (for the OSSB-
PTSF) for our trip. I think if several of us could go play at one of their meetings, they 
would  enjoy seeing the kids they are supporting! 

January 4, 2016 was World Braille Day, which commemorates the birthday of Louis Braille. 
Braille was born in France in 1809 and became blind after accidentally poking himself in the eye 
with his father’s awl (a leather-working tool). He later invented the system of raised dots that we 
know as “braille” today. 
 

This year, World Braille Day was also the day the United States adopted the Unified English 
Braille code (UEB), which has been used by most English speaking countries for several years. 
OSSB celebrated World Braille Day, by turning it into World Braille Week! There were daily trivia 
questions (with prizes), a movie about Louis Braille’s life (with popcorn, of course), a scavenger 
hunt, the kick-off of a winter reading contest for both braille and print readers and braille games.  

World Braille Day/Week At OSSB                                                                      Mrs. Robin Finley 

Braille literacy is often the key factor 
for future success in the workplace for 
students who cannot access print in the 
traditional way. OSSB is proud of its 
braille readers and spotlighting braille 
for the whole school, during World 
Braille Week, was a great way to show 
everyone just how awesome they are! 

The OSSB Parent Teacher Staff Foundation thanks you for your 
generous support of our Second annual Yankee Candle—Fall Fundraiser.  
This year we raised over $1800 to support the teachers and students at 
the Ohio State School for the Blind. Look for this sale again next Fall! 



OSSB STEM Camp, 2015                                               Mrs. Karen Koehler 

We had a great time this year at the OSSB STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering & Mathematics) Camp and had an excellent group of 
campers, some current OSSB students, some former OSSB students and 
some new faces from around Ohio. The theme of this year’s STEM 
Camp was space and all activities revolved around our solar system 
and the universe beyond. We began the camp with some fun icebreaker 
activities designed to get to know each other and spent the first day 
doing hands on activities that explored space survival, conditions for 
life on other worlds and our search for habitable zones around other 
stars in the Milky Way galaxy.   
 

Campers continued to complete iPad and Internet research on stars and planets, and charting the 
conditions necessary for life on those worlds. They also were visited by a physics professor, Dr. 

Nick Pike, from The Ohio State University who shared his knowledge of STEM topics including 
computers, physics and rocketry. The students had a lot of great questions for Dr. Pike and were 
engaged during his presentation. We also took two field trips, one to COSI to visit the new 
planetarium and the second to The Works, a new science center in Newark, Ohio.   
 

The campers were organized into teams for activities including the creation of planets and the 
exploration of other teams’ planets, as well as the culminating activity of designing a space 
mission to another world in our solar system. The teams for the week were Team Space, Team 
Cosmos, Team Universe and Team Supernova.  Each team worked together to design a mission, 
create a model of their spacecraft and create a PowerPoint presentation, which they presented to 
a NASA panel. Our interim principal, Jeff Reinhard, retired Transition Coordinator, Ann 

Pilewskie and OSU student teacher, Amanda Holcomb helped us out by serving as the NASA 
panel.  They were very impressed with all team presentations and it was very difficult for them 
to choose a winner. Team Cosmos was chosen as the winning team and they were presented with 
a “fake” check for $400 million dollars to fund their mission to Mars. Members of Team Cosmos 

were Noah Faber, Yaqi Schumacher, Brock Ewing, and 
Casey Campbell.   
 

We also had two student teachers from the OSU Teaching 
Visual Impairment program and one volunteer from the 
OSU Program in Orientation and Mobility helping us out 
and teaching some lessons, Mr. Grim, Mrs. Mootz and 

Ms. Mentzer. We really appreciated all of their help to 
make this a great camp for our students. 

News From OSSB Student Council and Leo Club         Mrs. Tami Fisher                        
 

We would like to thank all students and staff who helped make our personal hygiene supply 
drive a success. The families of the Dahlberg Gibson Learning Center were please to benefit 
from your generous donations. The Center held its annual ‘shopping day’ in December and 
families were able to shop for laundry detergent, toilet paper, dish soap and personal hygiene 
items. Your kindness made a powerful impact in their lives during the holiday season.  Great 
job OSSB!  



The Ohio State School for the Blind Vocational and Independent Living Skills 
departments would like to thank Steven Nagy for his extreme hard work in 
creating raised garden beds for our school. As part of his path to Eagle Scout, 
Steve raised the funding, organized materials and volunteers, and spent over 
100 hours creating 6 cedar garden beds. These beds will be utilized in the 
vocational department to cultivate garden vegetables.  The vegetables will then 
be passed on to the Independent Living Skills department to provide students 
with an opportunity to create fresh meals.  We are excited to get started with the 
‘garden to table’ project in the near future.  Again, with much appreciation we 
thank you for your hard work Mr. Nagy! 

 

Alice Cogswell and Ann Sullivan Macy Act Updates 
On September 17, 2015, a comprehensive BILL to reform the education of students who are blind, 
visually impaired, deafblind, deaf, or hard of hearing was introduced in the U.S. House of 
Representatives with bi-partisan support.  
 

H.R. 3535, the Alice Cogswell and Anne Sullivan Macy Act, will amend and strengthen the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) to address the unique needs and improve 
results for our populations with a sensory impairment. 
 

To pass this bill, Members of the House of Representatives need to become co-sponsors of this 
bill. House Representatives in Ohio may sponsor this bill when Ohioans let them know soon that 
this bill is important.  
 

For these students, this bill will (among other things): 
 

Require states to identify, locate, and evaluate these children for proper counting and 
service. 

Expand knowledge about the scope and quality of current educational and related 
services 

Expect states to conduct planning, to guarantee specialized instruction and services, 
provided by properly trained personnel 

Enhance existing IEP ‘special factors’ to ensure provision for unique needs 
Ramp up U.S. Department of Education (USDE) responsibilities to monitor and report on 

states’ compliance with their instruction and services’ obligations 
Assist parents and educators through regular and up-to-date policy guidance from USDE 
Improve educational outcomes for deaf-blind students by updating relevant terminology, 

such as intervener services, and ensuring availability of trained and qualified personnel 
Establish a national collaborative organizational center on vision loss for educational 

resources, including evidence-based practices, latest instructional methods, and Expanded 
Core Curriculum supplementation 

 

The information above is short version of a one-page summary of the bill, which can be found on 
http://www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell 
 

At this same website, and at http://www.afb.org/info/get-connected/take-action/take-action-
macy-act/125 great ways can be found to support this bill and to improve the education for your 
children and students who are blind, visually impaired and deafblind. 

Eagle Scout Project To Benefit Students At OSSB          Ms. Tami Fisher 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/house-bill/3535
http://www.ceasd.org/child-first/alice-cogswell
http://www.afb.org/info/get-connected/take-action/take-action-macy-act/125
http://www.afb.org/info/get-connected/take-action/take-action-macy-act/125


Are you familiar with Ohio’s County Boards of Developmental Disabilities (CBDD)?? They used 

to be called MRDD, and they are agencies that provide potential life long supports and services to 

children and adults who have developmental disabilities, and who qualify under standards 

established by the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities. The Provider Fair information 

above is just one example of a service offered by Franklin County Board of DD.   

Ohio’s 88 County Boards provide a wide range of support to more than 90,000 children and 

adults. Services provided include “everything from early intervention programs for infants and 

toddlers to transition services for school age youth, to work and leisure activities for adults of all 

ages.”  At times, students at the Ohio State School for the Blind qualify based on their vision loss 

and additional challenges. If you are interested in contacting your local county board to see if 

your child qualifies for services, please click on County Board http://dodd.ohio.gov/

CountyBoards/CNT/Pages/default.aspx for more information,  or contact Tami Fisher, OSSB 

Transition Coordinator—614-468-8894 or Lauri Kaplan, OSSB Parent Mentor—614-728-1567. 

Ohio County Boards Of Developmental Disabilities      Mrs. Lauri Kaplan 

On Saturday February 13, 2016 two students from the Ohio State School for the Blind will perform 
at Reynoldsburg High School in the Ohio Music Education Association Solo & Ensemble 
competition. LeeAnn on flute and Madison on trombone will be the first students from our school 
to participate. They will perform a required solo and scales from memory in front of a judge. They 
will receive a rating and notes on their performance. We wish them the best of luck!  

OSSB Music Students To Compete                              Ms. Yolanda Johnson 

http://dodd.ohio.gov/CountyBoards/CNT/Pages/default.aspx


 Ohio State School for the Blind 
5220 N. High Street 

Columbus, OH  43214 
614-752-1359       

www.ossb.oh.gov 

OSSB Mission Statement 
The Ohio State School for the Blind, a publicly funded educational facility, is dedicated to the intellectual, social, physical and emotional growth of students 
with visual impairments, including those with multiple disabilities.  Our mission is to work cooperatively with students, families and the community to pro-
vide an effective, enjoyable educational experience through specialized curriculum, equipment, material and individualized, disability-specific instruction to 
develop our students’ unique potential. 

OSSB Important Dates to Remember 
(subject to change) 

                                                
JANUARY 2016 
 

 

JANUARY 14 WRESTLING & CHEERLEADING MEET @ KENTUCKY 

JANUARY 18 
MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY 
NO SCHOOL 

JANUARY 19 GIRL SCOUNT MEETING 

JANUARY 22-24 
WRESTLING AND CHEERLEADING CONFERENCE @ 
KENTUCKY 

JANUARY 23 SOLO & ENSEMBLE COMPETITION 

                                                
FEBRUARY 2016 
 

 

FEBRUARY 1 JV PRACTICES START 

FEBRUARY 2 GIRL SCOUT MEETING 

FEBRUARY 6 – FEBRUARY 28 2ND SEMESTER ACT TESTING 

FEBRUARY 9, 1:00 – 3:00  CHOCOLATE FAIR 

FEBRUARY 15 
PRESIDENTS DAY – 
NO SCHOOL 

FEBRUARY 16 SWIMMING & FORENSICS PRACTICES START 

FEBRUARY 16 GIRL SCOUT MEETING 

FEBRUARY 18 – 2:00 – 3:00  BLUE STEEL/STEEL DRUM BAND CONCERT 

                                           
MARCH 2016 
 

 

MARCH 1 GIRL SCOUT MEETING 

MARCH 2 DR. SEUSS BIRTHDAY 

MARCH 9 LITTLE NC’S JV MEET AT INDIANA 

MARCH 14 – 27 OH GRAD TESTS/SPRING ADMINISTRATION 

MARCH 15 GIRL SCOUT MEETING 

MARCH 16 SWIMMING & FORENSICS 

MARCH 22 - 5:30 PM SENIOR DINNER—FRONT LOBBY 

MARCH 23 EARLY DISMISSAL AT NOON 

MARCH 24 PROFESSIONAL DAY – NO SCHOOL 

MARCH 25 – APRIL 1 SPRING BREAK—NO SCHOOL 


