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Say “Hello” To New OSSB Staff and Students           Lauri Kaplan, Parent mentor  

OSSB is pleased to announce the arrival of several teachers and staff who are new to our 
building!  Joining us this year are Brian Charlton, school psychologist; Tami Fisher, teacher in 
our multiple disabilities program, and Tara McCarthy, substitute teacher.  Also new to 
OSSB’s school day program is teacher aide and former youth leader Lisa Modena, and former 
youth leader supervisor, Mary Swartwout now a Certified Orientation and Mobility 
Instructor. We are also happy to welcome back Martin Williams, full-time teacher aide in our 
music department, and Katie Robinson a college intern working in Braille Production. 
 

We have welcomed 15 new students to OSSB this year, from Lima, Gallipolis, Medina, Rocky 
River, Canal Winchester, Chillicothe and Cleveland as well as several school districts here in 
Central Ohio.   As always, we look forward to a productive educational experience for all of 
our students during the 2010-11 school year and beyond! 
 

Once again it is the time of year to begin thinking about the holiday season and our annual 
silent auction. The auction will be held on December 16, 2010 before the Winter concert. If 
you would like to contribute an item for the auction please contact Mrs. Fisher at 
tfisher@ossb.oh.gov or by calling the school office at 614-752-1359. We are looking for 
contributions of craft items or baked goods to sell. All proceeds from the auction will benefit 
the PTSO of the Ohio State School for the Blind. Don’t forget to stop by the day of the Winter 
concert and bid on your favorite item! 

OSSB Silent Auction, Raffle And Bake Sale                               Tami Fisher, OSSB Teacher  

 Photo by Brendon H. 

AERO Excellence in Education Award         Cynthia M. Johnson 

to the field of education for the blind and visually impaired. This comes 
as a result of her leadership, integrity and dedication as an educator for 
33 years!  It is truly an honor to have Ceil as a member of the OSSB 
family!     
 

Congratulations Mrs. Peirano! 

On behalf of the Ohio State School for the Blind, we 
congratulate OSSB elementary teacher, Mrs. Ceil Peirano 
on being chosen as this year's recipient for the 
Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the 
Blind and Visually Impaired of Ohio (AERO) Judy 
Cernkovich Excellence in Education Award.  Mrs. 
Peirano has and continues to contribute in amazing ways 

mailto:tfisher@ossb.oh.gov�


Sam Shepherd is a senior at the Ohio State School for the Blind.  He has been involved with 
track for six years, as well as six years in wrestling, swimming, forensics, and marching band.   
Sam, along with the other OSSB marching band participants, had the opportunity to march in 
the 2009 Rose Bowl Parade.  In the midst of all these activities; Sam still finds a way to study, 
making the Honor Roll every quarter for the past 2 years.  On the track or in the classroom he 
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NCASB 2010 Outstanding Male Track Athlete         Coach Shaw and Coach Ralph 

 

 

 

 
 
 

leads by example; Sam’s dedication, attitude, leadership and 
commitment are wonderful examples for everyone.  
 
 
 

He is always at practice, on time, encouraging his teammates as well as 
competitors during practice and competition, never complains and is 
always working hard. A coach could not ask for much more.  His hard 
work has proven successful; Sam broke our twenty-five year old record 
in the 600 m run this year. It has been our privilege to work with Sam 
the past six years; we wish him the best as he prepares for graduation. 
 

Fall Fundraiser Benefits OSSB PTSO                          Lauri Kaplan, Parent mentor            

OSSB’s PTSO has just wrapped up it’s fall fundraiser to benefit the students and staff.  More 
than 35 students helped out by selling gift items to family, friends and staff.  Students raised  
more than $2300 for the PTSO.  The top sellers were selected: K-3, Autum Radcliff, 4-6, Casey 
Campbell, and 7-12, Jerricka Williams-Smith.  Each student won $30 for their efforts. Those 
students who participated were entered into a random drawing for $10.  The lucky winner 
was Caiden Hooks.  Thanks to all for a very successful fall campaign!   

 Ms. Emily  Sanders 

New Residential Staff Join OSSB                          Nikki O’Brien, OSSB Youth Leader   

The Residential Department would like to extend a warm welcome to new staff members at 
OSSB.  Alex Dawson, Missy Vanhoose and Emily Sanders have joined us in the cottages as 2nd 
shift Youth Leader’s this school year.  Alex is a recent graduate of Ohio State University.  In 
her spare time, she enjoys shopping and attending sporting events, faithfully cheering on the 
Buckeyes!  She is looking forward to working with the girls in D-2 Cottage.  Missy joined us 
briefly at the beginning of the school year before going on maternity leave.  The proud 
mother of three boys will return in October to assist in D-2 Cottage.  Also new to D-1 Cottage 
is Emily Sanders. We are excited to have them all!                               Photos by Brendon Hamblin 

 Ms. Alex Dawson Ms. Missy Vanhoose 
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In the summer of 2011, the National Federation of the Blind will host its third NFB Youth 
Slam, a five-day experiential academy for blind high school students focusing on science, 
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields. Learn the science behind building apps for 
an iPod, learn how to be a journalist, use cutting-edge equipment and technology to 
determine chemical reactions in chemistry labs, build robots, or learn how to use nonvisual 
techniques to perform a real dissection! 
If you are interested in attending the NFB Youth Slam, visit http://www.blindscience.org to 
complete an online application, or call Mary Jo Hartle at (410) 659-9314, extension 2407. 

NFB Youth Slam: A STEM Academy                 reprinted with permission from the NFB  

Fall Harvest At Lynd’s Fruit Farm                            Christy Hubbard, OSSB Teacher  

This fall, students from the primary and elementary departments at OSSB enjoyed several 
field trips to Lynd’s Fruit Farm.  They were very lucky in that all trips enjoyed lovely fall 
weather. In September, students visited Lynd’s to learn about apples.  They listened to facts 
about how apples grow and the different varieties of apples grown at Lynd’s.  Each student 
received instruction in how to pick apples and was given the opportunity to pick a bag of 
apples to take home with them. 
 

In October, OSSB students returned to Lynd’s to learn about other fall crops.  They looked at 
different types of gourds, pumpkins, and Indian corn.  After sampling some of the apple 
cider made at the farm, they took a hay ride and stopped to pick gourds, pumpkins and 
Indian corn. 

OSSB students enjoying apple picking and learning about Lynd’s Fruit Farm with volunteers from Bovis-Lend Lease. 

Talking Book Program Offers Digital Players           Janell Brown, OSSB Librarian 

I am hoping that when you came in to register your student for school in August, that you 
took a moment to fill out the paperwork to register your child for the Ohio Library for the 
Blind service and the new Digital Talking Books. The State Library is really trying to get 
school age children registered. If you missed this form, please go to the Library Media Center 
link on our website (www.ossb.oh.gov), or email me at jbrown@ossb.oh.gov and I will send a 
form home. Either way, we would be happy to help you! 

http://www.blindscience.org�


Scouts Learn From OSSB Students                 Jerricka Williams-Smith, OSSB Freshman 
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A group of students from OSSB went to a “Reach and Teach” on Monday night, November 8, 
2010, in Delaware. We spoke to a group of young boy Scouts and their leaders, and family 
members. Reach and Teach is a program that teaches other people about the blind and 
visually impaired. I talked to them about Home EC, also known as Daily Living Skills (DLS).  
I also talked to them about the dorms a little.  A lot of them asked questions, they were 
different, but I guess it’s better for them to ask then not at all.   
 

One of them asked me, “How do you write your essays on the computer if you can’t see?” I 
thought it was a good question.  I first explained to them we’re not all blind.  The students 
that are, use a screen reader (JAWS), and the ones who have vision or enough use Zoom Text, 
or just write like people with normal vision. Another good one was, “How do you clean your 
room if you are visually impaired or blind?” I told them, well if you are blind you learn the 
layout of the room, and if you are organized you will know where things go. They asked me 
if I was blind. I told them I can see pretty well, so I can just clean my room and do things just 
like they could because I have enough vision.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The people there were very nice and helpful when we needed it.  I learned that not all schools 
have their dining room set up for lunch, and they have to get their food at in a line like our 
high school students. It’s so crazy how much people really do not know about blind or 
visually impaired people. I think that just because we can’t see with our eyes or they don’t 
work as well, does not mean we cannot do the same things they can.  All we have to do is 
adapt things to make them easier if we need it, but we don’t always. We can do a lot of things 
they can.   
 

Out of this experience I think I learned some things from them; like our classes are the same, 
but they may have different names. It was my first time ever going outside of the school to 
teach others. I am glad I got to be a part of this reach and teach,  to teach them about students 
who are blind or visually impaired.  

OSSB Students from the residential program presented a Reach and Teach in November to over 100 youngsters from 
Boy Scout Pack 488 out of Powell, Ohio.  Students shared  information about Technology, Orientation and Mobility, 
Daily Living Skills and sports for the blind or visually impaired.  Photos by Martin Williams 



OSSB Music News                                                     Carol Agler and Martin Williams 
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Another year and the OSSB Marching Panthers are off to a great start!  Marching 36 members 
strong this year, this year’s show is about the magic of believing in the unbelievable. It 
features hit songs including the hard swinging “Wizard Wheezes” from Harry Potter in the 
Half Blood Prince, a Chuck Mangione super hit in “The Land of Make Believe” and “Don’t 
Stop Believing” recorded by the rock band Journey.  This year’s show also features solos from 
trumpeter Misty Hatcher, and trombonist Sam Shepherd.  Our “I – dotter” this year is 8th 
grader Boniface Womber! 
 

The Marching Panthers have taken their show on the road, sharing halftime with the Bexley 
and Whitehall bands at their game, as well as a repeat performance from last year in the 
Millersport Sweet Corn Festival and the Circleville Pumpkin Show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They performed their signature drill “Script Braille ‘Ohio’” on the floor of St. John Arena in 
the Skull Session with the Ohio State University Marching Band before the Purdue game on 
Saturday October 23rd.  There, they were presented with the Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia 
National Citation.  This is a very prestigious award, previously given to the band Chicago, to 
the Cleveland Orchestra, and to the “orchestra of voices” Chanticleer.  It is given to groups 
and individuals who make a big impact on music in America, and, in our case, make a 
difference in perceptions and expectations of those with disabilities. 
 

The OSSBMB presented their last halftime show of the marching season at the Ohio School 
for the Deaf’s Homecoming game in October. The band and the OSSB high school choir 
performed  at the Ohio Statehouse on November 29th.  To hear and see the performance, 
please visit www.ohiochannel.org, and type “school for the blind” in the search box. 
 

The elementary classes are eagerly awaiting word regarding their video submission to Music 
Express Magazine.  They hope to be part of the “video mash” of groups singing “Planet 
Rock.”  School choirs from all over the world submitted videos, so the competition is stiff! 
 

The high school choir performed for a large group of senior citizens as they enjoyed their 
Thanksgiving dinner on November 18.  They sang wonderfully well, as evidenced by the 
tears of the audience.  There were five soloists in the group:  Billy Brandon, Na’kita Griffin, 
Genene Blackwell, Amanda Yeary and Katie Marino. 
 

Our Holiday Concert is December 16 at 6:30 p.m.  The Holiday Recital is the same day at 1:00 
p.m.  Students are hard at work preparing to share their favorite music with you. 

http://www.ohiochannel.org/�


Goalball Season Finishes In St. Louis                       Dan Kelley and Alison Brewer 
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Students Explore Santa Maria Replica       Lauri Kaplan with OSSB eight grade students 

This fall, eighth grade students from Mr. Kerry Nixon’s U.S. Studies class had the 
opportunity to climb aboard a replica of the Santa Maria, located in downtown Columbus.  
Students spent the day learning some of the history of this tall ship that originally sailed in 
1492.   
 

According to student reports written by Boniface Womber, Brandon Goddard and Raven 
Lewis, they saw “the cabin that Christopher Columbus slept in...and a storage room where 
they kept their gold and other valuables.” Boniface wrote about learning to load “the cannon 
that sailors used to signal the other ships.” Raven learned about the many jobs the crew 
performed such as “cooking and setting up mouse traps.” Brandon was interested to 
discover the beds made of straw, and how the crew had to stay up every night.  
 

After visiting the Santa Maria, the class made their way to “explore” the North Market and 
to eat lunch and shop! 

The boys Goalball team had a short-lived but eventful season.  We improved dramatically 
from our first meet in Kentucky to the Conference meet in St. Louis.  Rigorous practice and 
conditioning helped us gel as a team.  Our defense during the conference championships was  
stellar, only allowing 8 goals in 5 games and allowing the boys to finish in Second Place. 
 

As for the girls team, we lost in our second game in the lower bracket at Conference. Our first 
game was a loss to the team that won Conference, followed by a win over a team that “beat 
up” in the Kentucky tournament. We had a bitter sweet finish to our season, losing to 
Tennessee.  The team consisted of Whitney Hammond, Jerricka Williams, and Raven Lewis.  
 

Both Goalball teams would like to thank Katie Robinson, Jeff Palmer, Jim Debus and Ralph 
Maravola for their steadfast commitment to our efforts this year; helping in practice, at 
conference and for being outstanding volunteers. We look forward to next year! 

Boys Goalball team members pose with their 
NCASB trophy in St. Louis. At left are Cody 
McFarland, Noah Beckman and Chris Harrington. 
Pictured in photo at right, are Jerrimia Williams-
Smith, Matt Swinning, and Sam Shepherd with 
Coach Kelley. 
                             Photos courtesy of Don Beckman 
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Students Enter Pre-Thanksgiving Bake-Off              Sheryl Fraley, OSSB Teacher      
Competition heated up in the Life Skills classroom of Ms. Shaw and Mrs. Fraley while 
students prepared their favorite recipes for the annual Bake-Off at OSSB.  The event featured 
three categories of delicious dishes; Partners Cooking, Appetizers, and Cookies.  A panel of 
judges sampled the prepared treats; considering flavor, appearance, as well as texture to 
determine this year’s winners.  
 

In the "Partners Cooking" category, students chose a partner and honed their teamwork skills 
to make a dish of their choice.  This year's winners were: 
      1st Place:  Kelsey Dailey and Kaleb Cutlip with Mandarin Orange Cake 
      2nd Place:  Donald Stewart and Tim Tanner with Chocolate Chip Cheesecake Brownies 
 

In the "Cookie" category: 
      1st Place:  Chris Harrington with Peanut Butter Cheesecake Bars 
      2nd Place:  Billy Peterson with Chocolate Peanut Butter Squares 
 

In the "Appetizer" category: 
      1st Place:  Stephanie Parsley with Marshmallow Peanut Butter Dip 
      2nd Place:  Katie Marino with Jalapeno Popper Spread 
     
Congratulations to the students for a job well done. We hope you enjoy trying a few of the 
winning recipes at home! 
 
 
Peanut Butter Cheesecake Bars                                                                     prepared by Chris Harrington 
Ingredients 
1       package (18-1/4 ounces) yellow cake mix with pudding in the mix 
1/2    cup (1 stick) butter, softened, cut into small pieces 
2       packages (8 ounces each) cream cheese, softened 
1       cup chunky peanut butter 
3       eggs 
1 1/4 cups sugar 
1       cup salted roasted peanuts 
Melted chocolate (optional) 
 
Directions 
Preheat oven to 325°F. Combine cake mix and butter in large bowl; beat with electric mixer at 
medium speed just until crumbly. Remove 1 cup of the mixture. Press remaining mixture evenly 
into un-greased 13x9-inch baking pan to form crust. Bake 10 minutes; cool on wire rack. 
 

Combine cream cheese and peanut butter in large bowl; beat with electric mixer at medium speed 
until fluffy. Beat in eggs, one at a time, scraping down side of bowl occasionally. Gradually beat 
in sugar until light. Spoon filling over cooled crust. 
 

Combine reserved cake mix mixture and peanuts; spread evenly over filling. 
Bake 45 minutes or until cake is just set and knife inserted into center comes out clean. Remove 
from oven; cool at room temperature 30 minutes. Chill at least 2 hours before serving. Drizzle 
with melted chocolate, if desired. 
 



 

Ohio State School for the Blind 
Important Dates to Remember 

 

      December 2010 
             16 Holiday Concert, Recital, Family Dinner                     
    and Silent Auction 
             20 NO SCHOOL—Winter Break     

                                   January 2011 
                      3 School Resumes 
            7-8   Wrestling/Cheerleading @ Kentucky 
  14 High School Mentee Shadowing 
  17 NO SCHOOL—Martin Luther King Day 
        21-22 NCASB Wrestling/Cheerleading @ OHIO 
 

 Ohio State School  
for the Blind 

5220 N. High Street 
Columbus, OH  43214 

614-752-1152       
www.ossb.oh.gov 

 

OSSB Mission Statement 
The Ohio State School for the Blind, a publicly funded educational facility, is dedicated to the intellectual, social, physical and emotional growth of students 
with visual impairments, including those with multiple disabilities.  Our mission is to work cooperatively with students, families and the community to pro-
vide an effective, enjoyable educational experience through specialized curriculum, equipment, material and individualized, disability-specific instruction to 
develop our students’ unique potential. 
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Jalapeno Popper Spread                                                                                        prepared by Katie Marino 
Ingredients 
2   (8 ounce) packages cream cheese, softened 
1   cup mayonnaise 
1   (4 ounce) can chopped green chilies, drained 
2   ounces canned diced jalapeno peppers, drained 
1   cup grated Parmesan cheese 
 
Directions 
Stir together cream cheese and mayonnaise in a large bowl until smooth. Stir in green chilies and 
jalapeno peppers. Pour mixture into a microwave safe serving dish, and sprinkle with Parmesan 
cheese.  Microwave on High until hot, about 3 minutes.  


	Peanut Butter Cheesecake Bars                                                                     prepared by Chris Harrington

	Bake 45 minutes or until cake is just set and knife inserted into center comes out clean. Remove from oven; cool at room temperature 30 minutes. Chill at least 2 hours before serving. Drizzle with melted chocolate, if desired.
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